
Northeast District Council 
Wedgwood Presbyterian Church 

8008 35th Avenue NE 
May 1, 2014 

 
Minutes  

Members Present:  

Tony Provine, Ravenna Bryant Comm 
Assn 
Gabrielle Gerhard, Windermere North 
Comm Assn 
Barbara Krieger, Portage Bay/Roanoke 
Park Comm Assn 
Pam Xander, Hawthorne Hills Comm 
Cncl 

Steve Wilkins, U Dist Comm Cncl 
Jeannie Hale, Laurelhurst Comm Club 
Gretchen Bear, Wedgwood Comm Cncl 
Bill Dickinson, Inverness Comm Cncl 
Barbara Quinn (for Sue Hildreth), U 
Park Comm Cncl 
Peter Zimmerman, Residents of 
Magnuson Park 

  
Department of Neighborhoods Staff: Karen Ko 
Guests: Lynn Ferguson, Donna Hartmann-Miller (Maple Leaf), Rep. Gerry 
Pollett, Peggy Printz, Karli Heinen (UW student observing meeting for an 
urban planning class) 

Meeting Minutes 
Minutes of April 13, 2014 – minutes were approved with no changes or 
corrections. Jeannie Hale requested that the full minutes be sent to NEDC 
members via email. 

Announcements 
• Steve Wilkins said the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 

for the U District Urban Design Framework  is available for comment 
until June 9, 2014. He said there is no concession for family housing or 
open space. He will be preparing comments to submit. 

• Tony said that the Ravenna Bryant Annual Spring meeting is scheduled 
for next Tuesday from 7-9PM at the Eckstein Community Center. The 
agenda includes the City’s efforts to tackle housing code violations in 
the Ravenna and Roosevelt neighborhoods with City attorney Pete 
Holmes speaking. Also on the agenda is safer roads including safe 
routes to school and traffic calming with staff from the Seattle 
Department of Transportation speaking. 

• The Department of Ecology is requiring Seattle to update current codes 
with additional stormwater control regulations as a condition of the 
NPDES permit. To meet these requirements, the City is revising our 
existing Stormwater Code (SMC 22.800-22.808) and the associated 
Directors’ Rules. A public meeting is being held on June 3 to discuss 
the revised stormwater regulations and to get feedback. When: 



Tuesday, June 3, 2014 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. Where: Seattle Municipal 
Tower Room 4050. 

• The Micro-Housing Public Hearing set for Monday, May 18th at 5:30 at 
Council Chambers was highlighted and special mention was made of 
its significance to the Portage Bay neighborhood. Everyone is 
encouraged to attend. 

• Rep. Gerry Pollett announced a meeting on May 6th by the City of 
Seattle Land Use committee. They will unveil a small lot development 
proposal. He asked that the vote not be held on the same day the 
proposal is unveiled. 

Introductions – everyone present introduced themselves and their 
affiliation. 

Announcements -  

• Donna Hartman-Miller updated the group on the Seattle Department of 
Transportation plans to construct pedestrian safety improvements 
along Lake City Way NE and 24th Avenue NE. Improvements include 
new sidewalks, curb bulbs, crosswalk, signal and bus stop 
improvements. Other elements include new speed signs, fixing issues 
at Lake City Way and 80th, LCW and 20th, LCW at the hill to 105th and 
LCW and 95th. 

• Rep. Pollett provided an update on the cleanup of the contamination at 
Magnuson Park. He provided a handout from Heart of America about 
the cleanup. He expressed concerns about how the cleanup is 
progressing and hopes to have an opportunity to resolve his concerns 
including concerns with strontium and cesium. He hopes to have more 
information for the June meeting and hopes that NEDC will request 
that DOE hold a public meeting. More information is available at 
www.hanfordcleanup.org 

• A question was asked about whether there might be contamination in 
Building 9. Rep. Pollett thinks most of the contamination would be in 
the hangar areas. 

• Lynn Ferguson thanked the group for their support of the park. The 
City of Seattle’s Landmarks Preservation Board approved designation 
of the Sand Point Naval Air Station as Seattle’s eighth Landmark 
District in 2011.  Building 2 is the last big space and will be used for a 
variety of public purposes such as movie production, FEMA, music for 
historic planes, etc. 

• Tony reported on the CNC meeting held on April 28th. Tim Burgess 
attended the meeting. Topics included DON Matching funds (Peter is 
on the CNC review team), May 5th deadline for larger project 
application grants for matching funds, micro-housing, confidentiality 
statements, Seattle budget discussion on May 4th at Fisher Pavilion. 



• Jeannie asked how Irene Wall’s health is. Tony said her condition is 
serious and she has turned over the leadership of CNC. Karen Ko will 
send a card to Irene on behalf of the NEDC. 

• Metropolitan Parks District update. The subcommittee recommended 
the NEDC take a position against the measure and a letter was 
submitted in opposition. A response was received from Councilmember 
Mike O’Brien and the council subsequently voted to approve the 
measure. Tony is willing to take further action if there is interest. 
Jeannie asked questions about the tax details of the measure. It was 
suggested that John Fox or someone from his group be invited to 
present. Jeannie is willing to investigate this further if there is interest. 
Discussion continued. 

Request for Friends of Magnuson Park (FOMP) to join NEDC 
Peggy Printz of FOMP requested membership in the NEDC. Lynn believes 
FOMP qualifies if the Chambers qualify. Lynn made the case to join if it fits 
the by-laws. Gabrielle has been reviewing the by-laws (next item on 
agenda). She suggested a formal motion be made at the next meeting 
following review of the by-laws. 

Steve moved that FOMP be allowed to join the NEDC. Jeannie 2nd. Discussion 
continued. Tony read the by-law wording in Section 7 referring to “special 
interest groups” who are not eligible to join. There were varied 
interpretations of what that means. Karen offered her thoughts on the 
subject. Jeannie said there is a 1-year process to change NEDC by-laws 
because it has to be taken back to each individual neighborhood group for 
approval of changes. Pam said she thought it might set a precedent. Jeannie 
said it would not set a precedent. Tony said the by-laws are open to 
interpretation. Barbara said their addition would change the quorum. Peter 
suggested that the issue could be taken to the individual councils to get 
input. Karen said it is really a technical question of whether the FOMP meets 
the criteria for membership.  

Tony suggested making them an adjunct member. Jeannie said there is no 
provision for that in the by-laws. Tony raised a point-of-order which makes 
the motion out of order and suggested tabling the decision until there was 
more clarity. Gabrielle made a motion to postpone the decision to a later 
date. Barbara 2nd. A vote was taken in the motion. There were 3 votes of 
opposition to the motion from UDC, Laurelhurst and Inverness. The motion 
passed. Gabrielle said a decision can be made at the next meeting. 

Review of Rules of Conduct 
Gabrielle and Tony have been working on review of existing Rules of 
Conduct and handed out the existing rules for the group to review. This 



would be an opportunity to review them and renew the commitment to 
discourse. The intent is to “refresh” them and put them in front of the group. 
There are 2 different versions in the historical files. They compiled all of the 
rules into one document for review. They are now looking for feedback to 
see what needs to be changed. Jeannie said one of the versions was adopted 
and the other was not. She wants to see both versions and is not ready to 
proceed. Gabrielle will bring copies of the Rules previously adopted to the 
next meeting. They will be sent out with the minutes and there will be mark-
ups with the changes. 

Election of Officers 
Gretchen made a motion to elect Tony and Gabrielle as Co-chairs of NEDC. 
Barbara 2nd. The motion passed unanimously. 

Other Issues 
• Update on Seattle Children’s Hospital by Donna Hartmann-Miller 
• Karen informed the group of the RIO program on rental units in the 

City to be inspected. It is now ready for roll-out. Gretchen offered to 
provide information on landlording. Jeannie thinks this will be good. 

• Friends of Magnuson Park – Restoration on Building 224 is almost 
complete and there is an open house scheduled for May 21st at noon to 
dedicate it. It will be called the Phyllis Gutierrez-Kinney building. Peter 
will send information about it to Gabrielle. 

• Steve hopes that NEDC will be willing to sign a comment letter for the 
U-District EIS. The deadline is June 9th for comments. Steve will 
prepare a draft and send it to NEDC to review prior to the next 
meeting.  University Park and UDC will work together on a letter.  

• Gretchen attended Per Johnson’s 35th Avenue presentation and said it 
is very successful. 

• Jeannie said the IRS granted their Foundation approval. 

Respectfully submitted by Pam Xander, Hawthorne Hills Community Council 
representative 

 


