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1. Accessory Dwelling Units EIS Appeal:  The Queen Anne Community Council has appealed the adequacy of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for accessory dwelling units in single-family zones.  The proposal would duplex or triplex single-family homes, eliminate the owner occupancy requirement and eliminate parking requirements. The Final EIS is available at seattle.gov/council/ADU-EIS along with a one-page summary.  To learn more about the appeal, go to Queen Anne Appeal Website.
2. Volunteer for Green Seattle Day:  Saturday, November 3, 9:00 a.m., Magnuson Park.  Help plant the future forests of Seattle.  Volunteers will join the Green Seattle Partnership.  Hundreds of volunteers will plant thousands of plants in parks throughout the Emerald City, and all community members are welcome to participate.  No experience is necessary. Tools, gloves, plants, coffee, snacks and instruction will be provided.  Sign up to participate in a Green Seattle Day location here: https://www.greenseattle.org/get-involved/green-seattle-day/
3. Get involved in the City Budget Process:  Provide public testimony at budget committee meetings which take place until early November.  This is typically at the end of the meeting, but times vary so check the budget webpage at www.seattle.gov/council/budget.  Attend the public hearing on October 23 at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall.  Email comments to council@seattle.gov or sally.bagshaw@seattle.gov. 

4. Disaster Preparedness and Community Resilience Workshop:  Wednesday, November 7, 6 to 8 p.m., Laurelhurst Community Center, (inside the park, off NE 41st St. at the top of the hill).  Join LEAP and its partners from the University of Washington's Department of Urban Design and Planning for a fun, hands-on community resilience workshop. This unique event will provide an opportunity to learn how neighbors can best respond immediately following an emergency - connect, assist, ask for help. This workshop is meant to encourage connectivity through games and hands-on exercises, explore ways of finding resources and help in the neighborhood, and discuss community-wide network strategies.  To plan for adequate seating, email to let LEAP know how many will be attending with you: LCCearthquake@outlook.com.
5. Talaris Comment Deadline Extended:  November 8, 4:30 p.m., Project 3030811-LU.  Land Use Application to subdivide one development site into 68 parcels of land and 6 tracts (Full Subdivision). Two buildings to be demolished.  The Application for a Master Use Permit (MUP) filed recently by Bellevue-based Quadrant Homes is for a subdivision of the site into 68 parcels of single-family home sites of 5,000-square-foot each and six larger tracts. Only five of the seven existing landmark buildings would remain. Building G, the cascading building nearest to NE 41st Street, and the Lodge Building E, at the end of the eastern driveway, would be demolished.

Now is the time to let the city know your thoughts and concerns about this proposal:

· Tree Protection

· Traffic Impacts

· Public School Capacity

· Wetlands and Wildlife Habitat

· Landmark Landscape and Buildings

· Key Elements Missing from Plan

· Home-owner Association

The November 2013 Landmark Designation adopted for the site encompasses all of the buildings (designed by William Bain, Sr.) and the entire site landscape (designed by Richard Haag). It is not clear how 68 lots will be shoehorned onto a site whose buildings and site landscaping have all been given landmark designation. The proposal for intense subdivision development is inherently inconsistent with preservation of the site buildings and landmark-designated landscape.

Send in your comments and be sure to include the following:  Talaris Development Proposal by Quadrant Homes at 4000 NE 41st Street, Seattle, WA, 98105; Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections Project #3030811-LU.


Email: PRC@seattle.gov.  Your name and address are required.  Or send to:
Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections, ATTN: Public Resource Center, 700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2000, P.O. Box 34019, Seattle, WA 98124-4019. FAX 206-233-7901

6. Park Board Meeting:  Thursday, November 8, 6:30-9:00 p.m., Park Board Room, 100 Dexter Avenue North.  For more information, contact Rachel Acosta at 206-684-5066 or rachel.acosta@seattle.gov or go to the website at http://www.seattle.gov/board-of-park-commissioners where the agenda and briefing papers will be posted when available.  The Park Board generally meets the second and fourth Thursday of each month at the same time and location.  View Seattle Channel’s tapes of Park Board meetings at www.seattlechannel.org/videos/watchVideos.asp?program=Parks.

7. 30th Annual Best of the Northwest Fall Art & Fine Craft Show:  Friday, November 9, noon-7:00 p.m., Saturday, November 10, 10:00 a.m.6:00 p.m., Sunday, November 11, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Hanger 30, Magnuson Park.  Three days of the finest art and fine craft the NW has to offer. 116 artists are participating in all mediums from 2-D to ceramics, metal, jewelry, fine wearables, photography, woodwork and more.  Shop for unique gifts.  Enjoy fabulous food trucks. Tickets are good for any day of the show with free re-entry for returning patrons. Kids 12 and under FREE!  Free admission to active military and veterans with valid military ID.  You can get tickets for the Fall Best of the Northwest from Brown Paper Tickets here.
8. CUCAC Meeting:  Tuesday, November 13, 6:30-8:30 p.m., University Tower, 4333 Brooklyn Avenue NE.  For more information, contact Maureen Sheehan at Maureen.sheehan@seattle.gov or 206-684-0302 or go to http://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/programs-and-services/major-institutions-and-schools/major-institution-advisory-committees/university-of-washington


9. U District Station Area Mobility Plan Available:  This plan is the result of a cooperative effort of U District residents, students, employees, representatives from organizations and institutions and business owners. The planning team also had invaluable help from consultation with SDOT, OPCD, Sound Transit, Metro and elected officials.
· The plan provides a guiding vision and strategy to improve mobility, access and quality of life by addressing all forms of travel around the soon-to-open light rail station at 43rd and Brooklyn. By taking a proactive approach to planning for the tremendous growth happening now and shifting travel behaviors with the opening of light rail, we can make the most of the opportunities these changes provide and minimize potential safety issues, crowding and other negative impacts.
· If you have questions or represent a group that would like to host a presentation about the plan, email info@udistrictmobility.org.
· Here are links to the documents:
Executive Summary - 4 Mb
Mobility Plan - 24 Mb
Plan Addendum - 14 Mb
10. NPAC (North Precinct Advisory Council) Meeting:  NPAC generally meets the first Wednesday of each month, 7:00-8:30 p.m., at a new venue, Cascadia Elementary School cafeteria, 1200 North 90th Street.  The next meeting is Wednesday, November 7. The agenda will be posted at https://docs.google.com/open?id=0ByYeltqkXtOuMzQ5NDY0ZDktOWUxYy00OTEzLWE5OWEtYmZmM2ZkM2VhYjA4.

11. Comment on the Proposed Tree Ordinance:  Councilmember Rob Johnson's Tree for All Proposal to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance has morphed into a Tree Removal and Mitigation Ordinance.  The current ordinance SMC 25.11 - Tree Protection is being repealed and replaced with a new ordinance that removes most existing protections for trees in Seattle. Opponents of the proposal ask that the Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) be reversed and an EIS be required.  Send comments to chanda.emery@seattle.gov.
Some examples of major impacts not evaluated:

· The DNS errs in not evaluating the impacts of removing protections for Exceptional trees which are the larger trees of some 71-tree species identified by the City and also include tree groves and heritage trees. 

· The DNS does evaluate the impacts from removing all limits on the number of trees that can be cut down in a year. 

· The DNS does not evaluate impacts from allowing all trees to be removed on undeveloped lots. 

· The DNS speculates that "planting several smaller trees may take several years to accomplish comparable value as the larger cut tree." The reality is that it takes as many years to replace the canopy volume lost as the tree was old. And you also lose the additional canopy growth that would have occurred if the tree had not been cut down.  

· The DNS does not evaluate the net loss of canopy over time by not requiring replacement of trees as long as the canopy is not reduced below the zone goal.  The canopy zone value is an average across the zone.  

· The DNS does not evaluate the impact of removing minimum tree planting required under provisions removed in SMC 23.44.008 

· The DNS does not take into account that canopy loss is defined as area in the draft, yet canopy volume is a much more accurate measure of ecological services that trees provide, like in reducing stormwater runoff and cleaning the air of pollutants. 

· The DNS provides no numbers of expected trees to be removed or cut down or expected replacement values. This proposal makes it easier for developers to remove trees and there is no evaluation of development impacts on tree and canopy removal such as by major city zoning and development decisions like ADU and MHA ordinances being passed 

· Reference material:

· SEPA Checklist 

· SEPA Determination of Non-Significance 

· Draft Legislation 

· Policy Memo re: the Draft Legislation 

· Existing Legislation (SMC 25.11) that Would Be Repealed by the Ordinance 

· NOTICE OF LAND USE AND TREE PROTECTION CODE AMENDMENTS 

12. Special Film Showing and Discussion—The People vs the Politicians:  Special Guest award winning journalist and filmmaker Hedrick Smith.  Thursday, December 6, 7-9 p.m., Special Reception with Hedrick Smith, 6 p.m., Rainier Arts Center, 3515 S Alaska St, Seattle, WA 98118.  Get Tickets Here!  Suggested contribution $6-12.  

For every flaw in our politics – dark money, vote suppression, gerrymandering, "Citizen United," Mega-Donors, hyper-partisanship – grassroots reformers are putting solutions to work at the state level. This is not a story of left vs right, Republicans vs Democrats. It’s a story of the People vs the Politicians, of We the People rising up against fat cats and entrenched power – and winning.  
Hedrick Smith is a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist, who was a reporter and editor for The New York Times, a producer and correspondent for the PBS show Frontline, and the author of several books, including the 2012 publication, “Who Stole the American Dream.”
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